Weekly benefice diary 1% February 2026

Date Church | Time Service/event
Sun 1% St A’s 8am Early Eucharist
St Mary | 10am Parish Eucharist
St A’s 10.30am | Family Eucharist
St Bart’s | 11am Parish Eucharist
St A’s 12.30pm | Baptism
St A’s 6pm Candlemas Taize
Mon 2™ St A’s 10.30am | Warm Welcome
St A’s 1lam Balance Class
St A’s 6pm Centre Stage
St Mary | 7.30pm Community Choir
Tue 3" St A’s 10.30am_| Open Door
St Barts | 2pm Tong Tours
Trinity 6pm Say Yes

St A’s 7.30pm Heartspace

Wed 4 St A’s 9.45am | Little Fishes

St A’s 10am Counselling-Vestry

St A’s 10.30am | Warm Welcome

St A’s 12.30pm | Chair Yoga

Trinity 5.30pm Youth Alpha

St A’s 7.30pm AA Meeting

Thur 5* St A’s 10am Eucharist
St A’s 10.30am | Warm Welcome
StA’s 1lam Balance Class
St A’s 3.30pm Messy Church
St A’s 6-8pm Counselling-Vestry
St A’s 6pm Breath of life
St A’s 7.30pm Bell ringing

Fri 6™ St Mary | 9am Playgroup
St A’s 10.30am | Warm Welcome
StA’s noon What’s for Lunch
St Mary | 3.15pm Community Cafe
St A’s S5pm Wedding rehearsal
St A’s 6.30pm Choir Practice

Sat 7% St A’s 9.30am | Eucharist
St A’s noon Wedding & baptism
St A’s 2.30pm RIP Peter Bithell
St A’s 7pm Sovereign Brass B

Sun 8" St A’s 8am Early Eucharist
StA’s 9am Breakfast
St Mary | 10am Parish Eucharist
StA’s 10.30am | Breakfast Church
St Bart’s | 11am Parish Eucharist
St A’s 4pm Wedding forum

Annual Parochial Church Meetings Reports - all who
are responsible for activities in church. Can you please

prepare your annual reports for activities in 2025 and
pass them to Wendy for collation by Friday 13th Feb.

1* February 2026

Candlemas
Reaching out together
to share God’s amazing
faith, hope and love!

St Andrew’s Young Church - Sundays 10.30am Come
and enjoy stories, crafts & games.

St Andrew’s hymns: B9, 570, 434, 53, 321

St Mary’s hymns:

St Bart’s hymns: 450, 54, 413, 631

Prayers for healing and wholeness: Diana Watson,

Harvey Allen, Paul Joseland, Diana Barnes, Jim Young,
Marjorie Rudolph, Tara Davies, Doreen Griffiths, Doris
Gadd, Paul Grinnell, John Deane, Rob Purser, Mike
Shinn, Kate Hume, Margaret Lewis, Lisa-Jane Rawling,
Derek Davies, Wendy Weaver, Terry Connell, Margaret
Higgs, Barry Norwood, Neil Robinson, Nicky Eames,
Linda Carlsberg, Frances Norwood, Doug Hughes,
Elizabeth Hepburn, Ann Garbett, John James.

Recently departed: Peter Bithell, Bud Edmondson,
Bob Fielding, Betty Weaver, Jean Watts, Christine
Ferriday, Edwin Swarbrick.

Eirst Years Mind: John Stewart, Percy Wilson.

We pray for Florence Dixon being baptised today.
We pray for William Slingsby and Chlore Boralse
being married this week & Victoria Slingsby’s
baptism.
Weekly birthdays: Paul Causer, Brenda Barber,
Suzanne Gwilliam.

Notices

Candlemas Taizé - Date for your diaries - tonight at
6pm in St Andrew’s Church.

Bereavement Cafe 5th Feb in the Trinity Centre,
10.30am - noon, offering support, understanding and
empathy.

Sovereign Brass Band from Stage & Screen in St
Andrew’s on Saturday 7" Feb at 7pm. Tickets Adults
£10, U16 £4 available from Kelly 07971 518408, or
pay on the door. Delicious food and refreshments
bar, also a Starstruck Raffle, see you there!

Bible Study — discover the epistle of James, putting
faith into action. 1-2pm in St Andrew’s on 10"& 24"
Feb, 10" & 24™ March, 21° April & 5" May. For more
info please contact Rev Jess 07865 243182
reviessharper@gmail.com

Quiet Day - The Power of Prayer, on Saturday 18th
April 9.30am — 2.30pm at the Trinity Centre. A

light lunch is provided. There are limited spaces.

To Book please contact Evelyn and Jess on 07865
243183 or email reviessharper@gmail.com
Benefice Ash Wednesday Services on 18" February.
Noon at St Bart’s and St Marys and 7.30pm in

St Andrew’s. All are very welcome.
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The Collect

Lord Jesus Christ,

light of the nations and glory of Israel:
make your home among us,

and present us pure and holy

to your heavenly Father,

your God, and our God.

Amen

First Reading Malachi 3.1-5

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi.
Thus says the LORD God: See, | am sending my
messenger to prepare the way before me, and the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his
temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom
you delight indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of
hosts.

But who can endure the day of his coming, and who
can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s
fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants
of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they
present offerings to the LORD in righteousness.

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in
former years. Then | will draw near to you for
judgement; | will be swift to bear witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who
swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired
workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan,
against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not
fear me, says the LORD of hosts.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm Psalm 24.7-10

7 Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high,

O everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come
in.

8 ‘Who is this King of glory?’ ‘The Lord, strong and
mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.’

9 Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high,

O everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come
in.

10 ‘Who is he, this King of glory?’ ‘The Lord of
hosts, he is the King of glory.’

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now and shall be
for ever. Amen.

Gospel reading
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to

Luke 2.22-40

Glory to you O Lord

When the time came for their purification according
to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male
shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the
law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young
pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose
name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
do for him what was customary under the law,
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying,

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was
being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them
and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to
be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword will
pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet,
Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was of a great age, having lived with her
husband seven years after her marriage, then as a
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the
temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer
night and day. At that moment she came, and began
to praise God and to speak about the child to all who
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the
law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their
own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God
was upon him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you O Christ

Post Communion

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna,
who lived to welcome the Messiah:

may we, who have received these gifts beyond
words, prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes
to bring us to eternal life;

for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Amen.



