Baptism of Christ
10th January 2021
Reaching out together
to share God’s
amazing faith, hope and love!
If you need help, do ask and if we can help, we
will. Call Wendy Aykroyd on (01952) 291532
Congratulations to Izzy Shell and Kay Rowlson
who have birthdays and Rev Roger Balkwill on
his 80th birthday on 12th January!
Prayers for healing and wholeness:
Mark Williams, Annis Tonkinson, Barbara Lavender,
Mary Pearson, Patrick Wilds, Meg Gilbert, Edie
Hudson,  Angela Williams, Diane Laverick, Jeanette
Cooper, Don Wilkes, Jane Wolverson, Janine
Thompson, Billy Macauley, Oana (Wana), Zac Real,
Roy and Gwen Price, Blanche Dakin, Lindsey Link, Ken
Harris, Martin Gandy, Ann Phillips, Shirley Tart,
Vera Wilkinson.
Rest in Peace:  Harol Sigley, Bess Edwards, Glyn
Howells, Roger Warner, Ruth Smith, Jean Jones,
Mark Arnold, Janice Hayes, Peter Harris, Frank
Dakin.
St Chad’s readings week beginning 11 January.
Mon. Mark 1:14-20
Tue. Mark 1:21-28
Wed. Mark 1:29-39
Thu. Mark 1:40-end
Fri. Mark 2:1-12
Sat. Mark 2:13-17
th

Sunday worship and lockdown: National guidelines
allow us to open our churches for public worship
during lockdown. Our Benefice will open as follows:
St Andrew’s
8am service is suspended.
10.30am service and livestreamed
St Mary’s
Is open for private prayer, but not
services.
St Bart’s
11.00am Said service 10.1.21
The 10.30am service will be livestreamed each
week - look for St Andrew’s Church Shifnal on our
YouTube or Facebook channels.
Weekday worship in St Andrew’s:  Thursday 10am
Private Prayer in each of our churches;
St Mary’s (Mon - Fri) and St Bart’s (daily) open 9am 4pm. St Andrew’s Thursdays 9am - 11am
Young Church look on YouTube for today’s session.
Little Fishes on Zoom each Wednesday in term time
from code 437 708 4399 password 572758
Contemplative Prayer on Zoom on Wed 13th Jan
at 8pm. Everyone is most welcome to join. Please
contact Sarah Thorpe, or Wendy for the Zoom link.
St Andrew’s new website –thank you Gareth!
http://www.standrewschurchshifnal.org.uk/

Baptism of Christ
Gathering
In the name of the Father
and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit
Amen
Hymn
Thou, whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard,
and took their flight;
hear us, we humbly pray,
and, where the Gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light!
Thou who didst come to bring
on thy redeeming wing
healing and sight,
health to the sick in mind,
sight to the inly blind,
O now to all mankind,
let there be light!
Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving holy Dove,
speed forth thy flight!
Move on the waters' face
bearing the lamp of grace,
and, in earth's darkest place,
let there be light!
Holy and blessèd Three,
glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might;
boundless as ocean's tide,
rolling in fullest pride,
through the world far and wide,
let there be light!
Prayers of Penitence
By the mercies of God,
let us confess our sins and present our bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to him,
which is our spiritual worship.
God be gracious to us and bless us,
and make your face shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May your ways be known on the earth,
your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

You, Lord, have made known your salvation,
and reveal your justice in the sight of the
nations:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
First Reading
A reading from the book of Genesis 1 1-5
1 In the beginning when God created the
heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of
the deep, while a wind from God swept over
the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, ‘Let
there be light’; and there was light. 4 And God
saw that the light was good; and God separated
the light from the darkness. 5 God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the
first day.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Psalm
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to his
name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendour.
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees
writhe and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the Lord
all are crying, ‘Glory!’
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;

the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore.
11 The Lord shall give strength to his people;
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of
peace.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and the
Holy Spirit As it was in the beginning, is now
and shall be forever. Amen
Hymn
Be still, for the presence of the Lord,
The holy One, is here;
Come bow before him now
With reverence and fear
In him no sin is found
We stand on holy ground.
Be still, for the presence of the Lord,
The holy One, is here.
Be still, for the glory of the Lord
Is shining all around;
He burns with holy fire,
With splendour he is crowned:
How awesome is the sight
Our radiant king of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord
Is shining all around.
Be still, for the power of the Lord
Is moving in this place:
He comes to cleanse and heal,
To minister his grace No work too hard for him.
In faith receive from him.
Be still, for the power of the Lord
Is moving in this place.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Mark 1 4-11
Glory to you O Lord
4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the
whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed,
‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized
you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.’ 9 In those days Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in

the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And
a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you O Christ
Sermon
Behold, behold, I make all things new,
beginning with you, and starting from today.
Behold, behold, I make all things new,
my promise is true for I am Christ the Way!
Prayers of Intercession.
Offertory Hymn
May the mind of Christ, my Saviour,
Live in me from day to day,
By His love and power controlling
All I do and say.
May the Word of God dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour,
So that I may triumph only
in his saving power.
May the peace of God my Father
Rule my life in everything,
That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing.
May the love of Jesus fill me,
As the waters fill the sea;
Him exalting, self abasing,
This is victory.
May I run the race before me,
Strong and brave to face the foe,
Looking only unto Jesus
As I onward go.
The Peace
Christ is our peace.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.
The old has passed away: behold, everything
has become new.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you
We share the sign of peace for one another
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your great goodness we have this
bread to set before you, which earth has given

and human hands have made. It will become for
us the bread of life. Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your great goodness we have this wine
to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of
human hands. It will become for us the cup of
salvation. Blessed be God for ever.
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is truly right and just,
our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
You celebrated your new gift of baptism
in signs and wonders at the Jordan.
Your voice was heard from heaven
to awaken faith in the presence among us
of your Word made flesh.
Your Spirit was seen as a dove,
revealing Jesus as your servant,
and anointing him with the oil of gladness
to preach the good news to the poor.
Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth
and heaven, we rejoice to echo the song of the
angels in heaven for ever praising you and
saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command, send your Holy
Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear
Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with
his friends and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of
wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and
said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of
the new covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of
salvation, we proclaim his death and
resurrection until he comes in glory.
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that
day when your kingdom comes and justice and
mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people, gather us in
your loving arms and bring us with Andrew and
all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and
glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and
ever. Amen.
We say the Lord’s Prayer.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
We break this bread to share in the body of
Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
So we take a moment to make our spiritual
communion at home.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord of all time and eternity,
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself
as Father
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:
by the power of your Spirit
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth
through the waters of the new creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
final hymn
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice.
Refrain
Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed.
Refrain
Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone.
Refrain
Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
making your kingdom come.
Refrain
Blessing
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of
water welling up to eternal life,
perfect in you the image of his glory;
and the blessing of Almighty God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be with you now and for evermore.  Amen
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ
Amen

